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PHONE SMART 



E-Reader Applications for Today, and Beyond 




The iBooks app for the iPad offers automatic brightness adjustments. 

By BOB TEDESCHI 
Published: May 12, 2010 

It's no longer such a novel thing to read a book on a mobile phone, 
and on the iPad . it's practically a requirement to download "The 
Elements" or open "Winnie the Pooh" to give your friends a glimpse 
of the future of book reading. 
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But for many people, choosing the best 
book-reading app is a challenge, 
especially for iPhone users, because of 
the wealth of choices in the App Store 
from Apple . 

The problem is not really the small things — the 
differences in how the iBooks and Kindle apps, for 
example, turn a page, or enlarge the fonts. The better apps 
are all pretty good in these respects already, and they will 
all reach parity on such things quickly enough. And they're 
all free, so it costs nothing to switch. 

Nonetheless, the iBooks iPad app offers a generally better reading experience than its 



The Barnes & Noble eReader iPhone 
app, left, allows readers to lend a 
book to a friend, but the Kindle app 
for the iPhone, center, does not. The 
company behind the Kobo app for the 
iPhone, right, says that after users buy 
a book, they can read it on multiple 
devices. 
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rivals, because of automatic brightness adjustments and overall ease of use. But its store 
has fewer books than the Amazon Kindle app or the Barnes & Noble eReader app. 

Kindle and Barnes & Noble for the iPhone were good, although the Kindle app lacks the 
ability to lend books to friends, as you can with the Barnes & Noble app. 

On a BlackBerry, Kobo was the most full featured, and on Android phones, Aldiko was the 
best in a sparse field, although it is greatly hampered, at least for now, by a lack of recent 
titles. 

But since the reading experience on these apps is not significantly different, the hard 
choice comes down to differentiating how you select your books, and how you may one 
day like to use them — beyond reading on your Android, iPhone or BlackBerry. 

In this respect, there are nuanced differences, but the upshot is this: I'm starting my own 
digital library through the Kobo iPad app, and I plan to hedge by not buying a lot of books 
in the near future. I will also keep a close eye on Barnes & Noble's capabilities when it 
introduces its iPad app in the coming weeks. 

Kobo is backed by Borders, among others. Kobo's selection is not as good as those on 
Amazon or Barnes & Noble, but you can potentially do more with those books when you 
buy them through Kobo. 

The books you buy from most of these apps are, for now, readable only within the 
company's apps. It is as if you have to travel back to the bookstore every time you want to 
open the book. That is not a major headache, as long as the apps that support your e- 
books survive forever, with the support of the major hardware manufacturers. 

But if Amazon folds its apps, or if you decide you want to read your books on another e- 
reading app, the books will be far less useful. 

Which brings us back to Kobo. The company's chief executive, Michael Serbinis, said that 
on the Kobo app, you could buy a book, keep it forever and read it on any other device you 
choose, excluding Amazon's. (A Barnes & Noble executive vice president, Jamie Iannone, 
said its books could be read on other apps too, like Kobo, as long as they used similar 
technology, but it had not tested that.) 

This does not mean Kobo is assured of long-term success, but it does mean the books you 
buy from this app may have a marginally higher chance of being useful to you years from 
now than books bought from a store with a proprietary format. 

I bought books from both the Kobo and Barnes & Noble apps on my iPhone and could not 
open them in other apps. So until booksellers make it easier to do what I want with the 
books I buy, I'll spend conservatively. 

Kobo is available for the iPhone, iPad and BlackBerry, and an Android version is in the 
works. 

Barnes & Noble's iPad app, like its other apps, will allow you to share books you have 
bought from the company with anyone who has a device using its software. (This includes 
all of its mobile apps.) Sharing is limited to two weeks, and a title can be lent only once. 
But that is a nifty trick that other apps cannot match. 

If you happen to have an Android device, or are waiting for an excellent Android-based 
tablet to rival the iPad, the Aldiko reading app supports another e-book technology, called 
the Open Publication Distribution System. 
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That basically means you will, in the coming months, be able to buy books from a broad 
range of sellers, and, if those sellers use Adobe's copyright protection software, you can 
transfer the books to other devices and apps that do the same. That will help address 
Aldiko's major flaw at the moment — namely, a dearth of books you would want to buy. 

If this sounds as though a lot of companies are suggesting you wait just a little longer for 
the experience to improve, it is precisely that. 

And if all these promises are too much to keep track of, then just enjoy the free books 
available in the public domain and allow a few months, or years, for booksellers to prove 
that they want to let you use what you buy as you see fit. 

Quick Calls 

The Wowee One Gel Audio portable speaker can fill a room, and, unlike other pocket-size 
speakers, has strong bass that grows stronger depending on the surface it is on ($80, at 
Amazonxom). The speaker connects to anything with a 3. 5 -millimeter audio jack, and the 
rechargeable battery lasts 20 hours. ... BlackBerry owners who are planning their nuptials 
can try the Wedding Vows app ($3), which offers sample vows that you can edit and make 
your own. ... Verizon Wireless stores on Thursday start offering the Kin phones, Windows 
devices that include Zune technology and that feature simple connections to the major 
social networking services. Kin One is $50, after rebate and with a two-year contract. Kin 
Two is $100. 



A version of this article appeared in print on May 13, 2010, on page 
B10 of the New York edition. 
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